
Sustainable 
Furniture 

 
March 2015 



OCP Sustainable Purchasing Program – 

Who We Are & What We Do  

• Assist DC in meeting its sustainability goals by 

furthering green procurement of goods and services 

through: 
o Developing and maintaining environmental specifications for products 

and services 

o Offering training and online resources for DC Agencies and 
procurement professionals to assist in green procurement 

o Vendor education and outreach 

o Consulting services for programs seeking to buy green 

o Tracking green purchasing progress and recommending improvements 

to the program 

 



Learning Objectives 

• At the completion of this training, you will be: 
o Introduced to the benefits of procuring sustainable furniture products.  

o Introduced to the sustainable specifications for furniture products. 

o Informed of differences in cost and performance of products meeting 
the specifications compared to conventional products. 

o Aware of options for including more aggressive environmental 

attributes not included in the guidance specification. 

 

 



Scope 

This specification addresses furniture  

used in schools and offices, including: 

 

1. Chairs 

2. Cubicles 

3. Desks  

4. Modules 

5. Shelves 

6. Sofas 

7. Storage cabinets 

8. Tables 

9. Workstations 



Importance 

• Many furniture products off-gas chemicals                                                          

linked to allergies, asthma, reproductive                                                                           

disorders, and cancer  

• Sustainable furniture limits emissions of                                             

these harmful chemicals, protecting the                                                               

health of building occupants  

• Work performance may improve by up to                                                      

10% by improving indoor air quality 

• The District spent $19.2 million on                                                        

furniture in FY11 – FY13. 

• DC’s Green Building Act requires LEED Gold                                                     

certification for New Construction. Sustainable                                 

furniture can help achieve LEED New                                        

Construction credits 

Furniture is a product category with substantial spending by District 

purchasers, and potential for clear environmental benefits. 

http://bayintegratedmarketing.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=4028


Environmental Requirements 

GREENGUARD 

Furniture shall be certified to at least ONE (1) of the following:  

 

SCS Indoor Advantage 

Cradle to Cradle (certified at Basic, Bronze, Silver, 

Gold, or Platinum) 

BIFMA Level (certified at Level 1, 2, or 3), with 

scorecard provided that shows at least one point for 

Credit 7.6, Low-emitting Furniture  



Environmental Requirements 

Rationale 

• All options for meeting environmental requirements for 

furniture support earning points through LEED Gold for 

New Construction.  

• LEED Gold New Construction certification is required 

through DC’s Green Building Act. 

• The majority of furniture the District procures is 

purchased through new construction projects. 

• Furniture purchased for other projects that are not 

deemed new construction should be able to meet these 

requirements given the ability of the District to comply 

with the requirements for new construction projects. 

 



Cost, Performance, and Availability 

• Certified furniture is widely available 
o The 7 major furniture companies sell eligible products and 1/3 

of BIFMA (furniture association) members sell Level products 

o District vendors carry all recommended certifications 
 

• The District is already purchasing GREENGUARD 
furniture for new construction projects  current 
spec increases competition by offering other credible 
eco-labels 

 

• Sustainable furniture performs just as well as 
conventional furniture 
 

• Sustainable furniture is cost competitive 
 

 



GREENGUARD 

SCS Indoor Advantage 

SCS & GREENGUARD Eco-Label Background 

• Address chemical emissions 
from furniture which impact 
indoor air quality during its 
use. 

• Are single attribute labels 
because they only address 
one aspect of environmental 
performance. 

• Contain two levels of 
certification with Gold level 
being the most stringent. Both 
certifications for each label 
meet DC requirements. 

• Support earning the LEED v4 
Indoor Environmental 
Quality: Low-Emitting 
Materials credit.  



C2C & BIFMA Level Eco-Label Background 

• Are multi attribute labels 

because they address 

multiple aspects of 

environmental performance. 

• A product certified to a multi-

attribute label may not have 

a particular attribute. 

• Check score cards or 

product data sheets to verify 

criteria for specific attributes 

such as indoor air-quality.  

Cradle to Cradle 

(C2C)  

BIFMA Level 



Cradle to Cradle (C2C) Eco-Label Background 

• Evaluates products on material health, material reutilization, 

renewable energy and carbon management, water stewardship, and 

social fairness. 

• Products certified at five levels (Basic to Platinum). All recognized 

by DC’s Sustainable Purchasing Program. 

• C2C’s indoor air quality approach: 

o Basic certification: A complete material inventory is conducted to identify 

potentially harmful materials.  

o Bronze or Silver certification: a phase out strategy for potentially harmful 

materials is in place.  

o Gold and Platinum certification:  Products may not contain any of the 

potentially harmful materials. 

• Supports earning LEED v4 Building Product Disclosure and 

Optimization - Material Ingredients credits. C2C v2 Gold and higher, 

and C2C v3 Siler support earning more credits than lower ratings. 

http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/material-%26-resources


BIFMA Level Eco-Label Background 

• Products bearing label have been certified by an independent third 

party to meet the criteria of ANSI/BIFMA e3-2012.  

• Standard includes prerequisites and optional credits. Number of 

optional credits received determines if product is rated Level 1,2, 

or 3. 

• DC’s Sustainable Purchasing Program requires BIFMA Level certified 

furniture products earn at least one point for Credit 7.6, Low-emitting 

Furniture. This is detailed on the product scorecard submitted by the 

manufacturer to earn BIFMA certification and is available on 

websites or by request from the manufacturer. Local vendors also 

can be of assistance in researching this information as needed. 

• BIFMA Level certified products with Level Credit 7.6 support earning 

LEED v4 Indoor Environmental Quality: Low-Emitting Materials 

credit.  

http://www.usgbc.org/node/2614095?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/indoor-environmental-quality
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2614095?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/indoor-environmental-quality
http://www.usgbc.org/node/2614095?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/indoor-environmental-quality
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http://www.usgbc.org/node/2614095?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/indoor-environmental-quality


Search Tips: DC Supply Schedule 

Vendor Catalogue 



Meets multiple eco label requirements 



Search Tips: Manufacturer Web Sites 

• Furniture companies often have environmental 

information and data sheets and eco-label certificates 

in the sustainability sections of their web sites. It often 

is referred to as product sustainability or product 

environmental information. 

 



Search Tips: Manufacturer Web Sites 









Search Tips: GREENGUARD 



Search Tips: SCS Indoor Advantage  

http://www.scsglobalservices.com/certified-green-products-guide   
 

http://www.scsglobalservices.com/certified-green-products-guide
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Options Using the Advanced 
Search Feature 









Search Tips: Cradle to Cradle 



Search Tips: BIFMA Level 



Evaluating the BIFMA/Level 

Product Certification Scorecard 

• BIFMA/Level products require a 

scorecard that shows at least one 

point for Level Credit 7.6, Low-

emitting Furniture 

• All Level-certified products receive 

a product scorecard during the 

certification process 

• The scorecard shows how 

each product earned points to 

become certified 

• It is important to review the 

scorecard to verify that a 

product received credit for 

low-emitting materials 

• Some manufacturers post their 

scorecards online. Other times, you 

need to request the scorecard  

• The next slide provides an example 

of how to evaluate the scorecard 





Environmental Data Sheets 

• Some manufacturers publish 

environmental data sheets that 

show the environmental 

characteristics of their products 

 

• Environmental data sheets may be a 

useful reference in finding furniture 

that meets the specification, 

especially if you can’t easily locate 

the BIFMA/Level Certification 

Scorecard 

 

• Be sure to use a current version of 

the data sheet, and ask the vendor if 

you have any questions 

 





Product Environmental Data Sheets for 
Furniture Manufacturers Web Page Links 

• Global Office Product Environmental Data Sheets 
http://204.101.149.220/engineeringweb/enviro_search
.php?PHPSESSID=i832fouusq4jrkosasrkefqna7 

• Hon Environmental Data Sheets 
https://honready.hon.com/pc/Pages/EnvironmentalDat
aSheets.aspx 

• Steelcase Environmental Profiles and Certificates 
http://www.steelcase.com/en/Company/sustainability
/Pages/Product-Documentation.aspx  

• Herman Miller  
o Environmental product information downloadable from page for each 

product. http://www.hermanmiller.com/products.html  

http://204.101.149.220/engineeringweb/enviro_search.php?PHPSESSID=i832fouusq4jrkosasrkefqna7
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https://honready.hon.com/pc/Pages/EnvironmentalDataSheets.aspx
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http://www.steelcase.com/en/Company/sustainability/Pages/Product-Documentation.aspx
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Resources 

• Table of Ecologos that meet LEED low emitting material 

credit specifications: 

http://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files/Low%20Emit

ting%20Third%20Party%20Certifications%20and%20Labels

%20Oct%202014%20Update.pdf  

http://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files/Low Emitting Third Party Certifications and Labels Oct 2014 Update.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files/Low Emitting Third Party Certifications and Labels Oct 2014 Update.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files/Low Emitting Third Party Certifications and Labels Oct 2014 Update.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files/Low Emitting Third Party Certifications and Labels Oct 2014 Update.pdf


Beyond the Specification 

Product Material Postconsumer 

Content (%) 

Total Recovered 

Materials 

Content (%) 

Furniture 
structure  Steel  16 25-30 

Furniture 
structure  Aluminum  -- 75-100 

Cellulose Loose-
Fill and Spray-On  

Postconsum
er Paper  

75 75 

Particleboard/ 
Fiberboard 
component  

Wood or 
wood 
composite 
Agricultural 
fiber  

Greater than 
0  
 
 

-- 

80-100  
 
 

100 

Fabric  PET  100 100 
Plastic furniture 
component  HDPE  70-75 95 

Remanufactured 
or Refurbished 
Furniture  

Various  25-75 25-75 

• Specify EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines (recycled 

content) to reduce demand for virgin wood and other natural resources: 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/tools/cpg/products/nonpaperoffice.htm#furniture


Recycled Content Info 



Recycled 
Content 
Information 



Beyond the Specification 

• Specify higher levels of certification for 

     greater environmental protection: 

• Cradle to Cradle:  Bronze, Silver, Gold, or  

     Platinum 

• BIFMA Level: Levels 2 or 3 
• GREENGUARD: Gold 

• SCS Indoor Advantage: Gold 

 

• Higher levels of Cradle to Cradle are required 

     to achieve LEED credits in certain categories. 
 

• Products with higher levels of certification are 

     readily available.  

Image courtesy of www.dreamstime.com 



Beyond the Specification 

• Buy refurbished furniture for greater                                                  

environmental benefits : 

• Conserve resources: saves raw materials;                                                   

uses 95% less energy than building new                                               

furniture from scratch 
• Reduce pollution: reduces air emissions 

• Reduce solid waste: saves landfill space 
 

• Certified dealers for refurbished products: 

• Gen2 Office Furniture (Cleveland OH) -                                                  
A re-manufacturer of Steelcase Systems: 

http://www.gen2officefurniture.com  

• Open Plan Systems (Richmond VA) -   A re-manufacturer of Herman 

Miller Systems:  http://www.Openplansystems.com  

• RSI Systems Furniture ( Chandler AZ)  -  A re-manufacturer of 
Haworth Systems:  http://www.RSIsystemsfurniture.com  

Image courtesy of www.dreamstime.com 

http://www.gen2officefurniture.com/
http://www.gen2officefurniture.com/
http://www.gen2officefurniture.com/
http://www.openplansystems.com/
http://www.openplansystems.com/
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http://www.rsisystemsfurniture.com/
http://www.rsisystemsfurniture.com/
http://www.rsisystemsfurniture.com/


Product Take-Back 
• Take-back services ensure that products 

that have reached the end of their useful 

life have been reused or recycled 

whenever possible  

 
• District employees may donate used 

products to the Surplus Property Division 

(SPD)  

• For more information about how to 

utilize the SPD, call the OCP 
Customer Contact Center at 202-724-

4477.  

• Options include reuse of the product 

within DC government, sale, recycling, 

or disposal as a last resort. 
 

Image courtesy of www.openideo.com 


