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Environmentally Preferable furniture 
Small Purchase Attachment
Instructions: 
Small purchase solicitations/request for quotations for furniture shall either incorporate environmental contract language and requirements into the requirements section of the statement of work or include them as an attachment. The following document is designed to serve as the environmental requirements small purchase attachment for furniture. Prior to using, please review to ensure all requirements listed are relevant to your solicitation. For guidance on utilizing the language below, please see the Statement of Work Guidance Document which contains guidance on utilizing each section of contract language and how to modify the language to reflect the specific needs of your procurement. Supporting solicitation documents and resources can be accessed here.
Furniture shall comply with the environmental requirements noted below. 
Background 
The District of Columbia is committed to procuring quality goods and services in a timely manner and reasonable cost that support the District meeting its sustainability goals. The District aims to improve worker health, conserve natural resources, and prevent pollution through this activity. Environmental components to be considered include: recycled content and recyclability; energy efficiency; and the presence of undesirable materials in the products, especially toxic chemicals which are persistent and bio-accumulative. Environmental requirements related to sustainability and environmentally preferable purchasing goals are embedded throughout this contract.
Definitions

These terms when used in this solicitation have the following meanings:

ANSI/BIFMA e3-2014 is a multi-attribute, multi-stakeholder consensus standard developed by the Business and Institutional Furniture Manufacturers Association (BIFMA), non-profits, government representatives, architects, and other  stakeholders. The standard includes prerequisites and optional credits in the following categories: materials, energy and atmosphere, human and ecosystem health, and social responsibility. The number of optional credits achieved determines the “level” of certification. Because products can earn credits in different categories, even products that are certified to the same level can have different environmental attributes. Every certified product has a scorecard showing the credits that were achieved.
BIFMA M7.1 refers to the industry standard test method for determining volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions from office furniture and seating under environmental and product usage conditions typical of those found in office buildings. 
BIFMA X7.1 refers to the industry conformance standard for formaldehyde and total VOC emissions from furniture used in offices.
Cradle to Cradle (C2C) is a multi-attribute standard that covers five categories of sustainability: material health, material reutilization, renewable energy and carbon management, water stewardship, and social fairness. Product certification is awarded at five levels (Basic to Platinum). The Basic standard generally includes an inventory and a commitment to ongoing assessment, while higher levels require products to meet minimum performance thresholds in each category. To achieve a higher level, requirements at all lower levels need to be met as well. C2C certified products can be found in the Certified Products Registry on the Cradle to Cradle website.  
Environmentally Preferable Product or Service (EPPS) refers to a good or service that is less harmful to human health and the environment when compared with competing goods or services that serve the same purpose. The factors to be compared include raw materials acquisition, production, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance, or disposal of the product. Information on EPPSs recognized by the District and their corresponding EPPS requirements can be found here: http://ocp.dc.gov/page/district-columbia-sustainable-specifications. 
GREENGUARD is a single-attribute certification that focuses on indoor air emissions from furniture and other products. Certified furniture meets the BIFMA X7.1 industry conformance standard for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). GREENGUARD offers two levels of certification: GREENGUARD and GREENGUARD Gold (formerly known as “GREENGUARD Children and Schools”).  GREENGUARD certification is administered by UL Environment. Certified furniture products are listed in UL Environment’s Sustainable Product Database.
SCS Indoor Air Advantage, a certification program run by Scientific Certification Systems (SCS), is a single-attribute standard that also focuses on indoor air emissions. Certified products meet the requirements of the BIFMA X7.1 VOC emissions standard and are compliant with the BIFMA M7.1 test method. Certification is available at two levels: Indoor Air Advantage and Indoor Air Advantage Gold. Certified furniture products are listed in the SCS Certified Green Products Guide.

Level certification means that an independent third party has certified that the product meets the criteria of the ANSI/BIFMA e3-2014 standard. Certified products can be found in the BIFMA Level database.
Material Reutilization Score is a component of the Cradle to Cradle standard that is based on is based on the recyclability or biodegradability of the product, and the amount of recycled material and/or rapidly renewable content used in the product.

Multi-attribute standards refer to standards that cover multiple dimensions of performance, such as indoor air emissions, energy use, water use, etc.
Scorecard refers to the certification scorecard for Level-certified furniture products, which shows the optional credits achieved in each category. This specification requires a scorecard to be provided with Level-certified products showing at least one point for Credit 7.6, Low-emitting Furniture.
Single-attribute standards refer to standards that address a single aspect of environmental performance, such as indoor air emissions. 
Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are organic chemicals that evaporate at room temperature under normal indoor conditions. VOCs include a variety of chemicals that are emitted by a wide array of products, including furniture products commonly found in schools and office buildings. Many types of VOCs have been linked to a variety of adverse health effects, including: eye, nose, and throat irritation; headaches; loss of concentration; nausea; damage to the liver, kidney, and central nervous system; allergic skin reaction; fatigue; dizziness; and cancer.

Environmental Requirements
1. Furniture product types subject to environmental requirements shall include the following:

a. Chairs

b. Cubicles

c. Desks

d. Modules

e. Shelves

f. Sofas

g. Storage cabinets

h. Tables

i. Workstations
2. Furniture shall be certified to at least ONE (1) of the following standards: 

a. GREENGUARD of GREENGUARD Gold
b. SCS Indoor Air Advantage or SCS Indoor Air Advantage Gold
c. Cradle to Cradle (certified at Basic, Bronze, Silver, Gold, or Platinum)
d. BIFMA Level (certified at Level 1, 2, or 3), with scorecard provided that shows at least one point for credit 7.6, Low-emitting Furniture
Reporting

As requested, the Contractor shall submit to the Contracting Officer an Environmentally Preferable Products and Services (EPPS) Report, indicating that the products supplied to the District comply with the District’s EPPS criteria. The following information shall be included in the report:

a. Contractor name
b. Contract award date
c. Contract #
d. PO #

e. Product description - manufacturer description of product
f. Sku 
g. Number of units sold
h. Price per unit
i. Total cost
j. Compliance with DC environmental criteria – Indicate how each product purchased is compliant with DC environmental requirements (ex. Green Seal certification). If the environmental requirement was not specified in the solicitation, indicate NA.
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